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1. TrΙE trMtrRGtrΙ\CE oF BΙOETHΙCS
Ι.Ιealth has ιιlways been in the frοnt 1ine of humιιn interesι. Thc

inabiΙity oΓ ιnan tο drasticalΙy intervene in the anιιtιll-t-ly, pl-rysiιllugy.
alld cven llloΓe so in the biοlοgy of his bοdy hιιd ncver creιιtecj sιl fιιr
thc 1ear thιιt. in this wit}, hc risks tο ιlesecrate tlre funcιiιltling ιlf his
sοιιl. Therefοre, physical intervctltioιl was viewed rιιther pοsitiνcly.
alld sιrrel1, \νaS llot consicΙet.cd ιlangeΓ()tΙS οr hιtrttιιl f-οr tlrctltaΙ aticΙ

spiritιral health.

Ρresent1γ. extrιιιll.ι1irlιιry terms sιιc1r aS bioιec1-rnolιlgy. biιl-politics"
biο-piracy,. biιl-ιlιl1orlialislll. biο-inlperialisIn. bio-itldιtstrι,. biιl-cοtll.usiιlIl.

ctc. ιvidely circιllatc in pιrbΙications and prevail irr ιlur cliscιlssiιlt-ls: thc

coιιpling o1. biοιeclttlοΙogy ιιnd itlIbrlllatics, cybcrbiιltechttιlΙι;g\, ιιttιl

biο-inlbrtrlatics. plιιces hιιt'l-lιιtl Ιife in thc fl.ιlnt lille ιlΓ sοciιι1 cOncCl.ll.

This ne\ν rcality. by rllιιking the Γuturc a big.εer problι:ttl than the

prcsent. led tο thc birth ο1-Βiοcthics, whiclr is ιnοrι- ιιn itllpet.ιιtiι,c trecd

than a science .

Ιn thc Ιast twenty ycιιrs, the first rcsearch cellters weΓe establishecl.

(tοday therc aΓe tllore thιιn 90 tlrrοιιghοut tΙ-re wοrlcl); rcΙated

educιιιiοnal ancl training pΓogΓιιtΙS \λ/ere der,eloped (29 1οr a Mιιster's
degree and since 199Ο apprοxir-nιιtely fοr 20 Ρh.D.1.ιtl ιι variety, οΓ

,i. A cιlnf'ercncc giνct-l ιln [reΙlrιιιιrγ
the ΑcacΙcιtlic Ye ar l999/2(X)0 aι

( l ) Νatiιlllιιl RcΓerellce Ccnter
Geιlr.Qetοwn Uni versit1,. Jιιlle

l4. 20(X) aS a part ο1.thc Ριιblic Cιllltcrcιlces Ρrιl.ιΙratll tιlt.
ιhι: Itlsιitιrte ιll.TIleιllοgy _ Ulliι,cr.siι1, ιlΓ Balatllartι1.

fbr Biιlethics Literιιtιrre. Κcnneι1y Ιιlsιitιlιc ιl1. Εthics.
l 998. hιtp://gιrwcb' geοr.ιΙctιlwn.cιΙu.
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2. Criteria οf BioethicaΙ Ιnterventiοn

The fοllοwing criteria οf spiritual bioethics must be fulfilled:
a. Freedom and Αbsence of Scholasticism

Ιn οrder to perceive the truth you must be free; to accept it you
must be brave. We shοuld nοt be scholastic in our waγ οf thinking,
neither naffow-minded in our dispositiοn. E,thics must be more
explicit in regards to the criterion of our speculation and less scholastic
in regards to the proposaΙ of solutions. Ιts rοle is to reveal the truth
and not to replace freedom.

westem perception, after transforming man's rnind to
cold-blooded logic and thought and his heart to a mechanic response to
stimuli, it has prοjected man's physical dimension to such an extent
that it identifies him solely with biological life. So, accοrding to the
western and materialistic point of view, the utmost good is bioΙogical
life. on the contrary, fοr us, the Christians οf the E,ast, the SupΓeme
gοοd is the ''happening'' of each person's soul which, a.lthοugh effected
within histοry, is grοwing within eternity. This is not οf secοndary
importance, oΓ course.

ΤΙre West is dominated by scholasticism in iιs approach tο life. Ιt
fears mistakes fοr it puΓSues earthΙy perfectiοn and believes in human
ability and ephemeral respοnsibility. on the contra^ιy, in orthodοxy,
mistakes arrd sins are expected and are not sιιrprising. our salvatiot-ι
dοes nοt rely on human abilities, but it is found in the Ιove and mercy
of Gοd. Mistakes are acceptable and compatible with οur tlature. We
watch οιtt fοr them, but we are not afraid οf them.

Western schοlasticism Ιeads tο rigid conSeΓvatism, which actually
is a οne-sided preoccupation with the earthly dimensiοn of man. Ιt is
characterlzed by an unhealthy need for self-prοtectiοn, yet it seriοusly
inflicts faith and hοpe in divine intervention. God's grace is always
more effective than the greatest human effort.

b. Ρrudence and Respect οf }.{ature

Nature is strοnger than man and prοduces better products, even if
it is characterized by defects and imperfectiοn and its laws are laws of
decay. We can achieve more health, but nοt better health. Τhis is why
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immortality and earthly eternity. Nature, however, has its οwn laws
and secrets. The more we reach the distant points of the universe, the
faster they move away (FΙubble's Law). The greater the accuracy in
finding the exact pοsition of an elementary particle, the higher the
prοbability errοr in measuring its velocity or momentum (FΙeseinberg's
Uncertainty Principle). Respectively, each illogical nΙove towards
biοlogical imperishability of the human body stimulates the
catastrοplric protest and reaction of nature (calamities, uncontrollable
fires, environmental pollution ' oΖon layer disruption, massive
epidemic diseases and destruction, etc.). The more we try to fοrget the
laws of disintegration biolοgically, the more nature reminds us of them
mechanically. Ιn addition, the clοser we collle to the mystery of life,
the mοre we lοse the elixir οf soul's imtnortality. Whatever biοlοgically
eternalizes man, it spiritually deprives him of the sense and essence οf
his immortaΙity. Refusing to accept the reality of death transforms it
fiοm a momentary event to a predοn"rinant cοnditiοn. Death οnly
eternalizes and immοrtalizes...

C. The search for the ιιnknown cannοt be controlled; it exercises
a unique chιιrm. ''Games.' with risk cannot be obstrιιcted; they are
irresistibly attractive. What presently provokes f'ear and suspicion, in a

f-ew yeιιrs will be legalized and passively accepted. The cοmmittees of
society will cοnsider it as ethical, but it will not be sο. Ιt \Λ/ill have
proIbnely influenced the essence o1. ethos and etlrics. Ιt will have
adιllιerated the criteriοn of good and evil and disorientated the vision
οf gοdlike man. Biοtechnolοgy will have not only rrranipulated the
genetic rllaterial οf rnan. but wi1l have substantially rnutated life, arrd
brιιtally defortned even tl"le human sοu1 itseΙf.

Per.haps the terln biοtechnοlοgy οr genetic engineering wil1 prove
tο be inadequate in expressing the Γange of its achievetnerrt. Αlready,
we haνe proceeded tο the ,'technolοgy οf the soul'' and the mechanical
processing of the person. The man made person will replace the
gοdlike one, the person created by God bearing FΙis own godly
features. FΙuman intelligence will devοur οvery vigοr and fragment of
divine breath in man. Even the priceless gift οf free will, which
constitutes a divine endοwment without boundaries and limits (this is
why we dο what \Λ/e do) will be sοld and bοught by cοmpanies
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what is more than these is toil and travail'' (Ρsalm 89:10-11). This
holds for the man.of biolοgy. Surely, not for the man of technοlοgy.

Biolοgical life cοnstitutes the οne-dimensiοnal projection οf our
soul (physical and spiritual) οn the wοrld οf Space, time and matter.

Similarly, physical man aS soul and body is the projection of οur
eternal and immortal person on the world of nature and impslfsglls.(1s)
Tοday's era struggles fοr the prοlongation of οur biolοgical life, while
our mental endurance is extremely low and our spiritual one is
constantly being reduced. Nature, hοwever, takes its revenge; it
respοnds to the prolongation of life with an explοsiοn οf mental and
neurolοgical diseases, such aS Alzheimer disease. Excessive
technology and genetic engineering may lead us tο a situation where
bodies hosting, paralyzed souls will have difficulty in passing away!
The depletion οf life's reserves must be synchronlzed with the

weakening of the forces of the soul. Life should not only be prolonged
biοlogicalΙy; it slrould be eterna|lzed spiritually. The mοre the sοul
functions within the perspective of eternity, the ΙΤlore the body endures
its biological identity.

Thus, technology becοnres a technique and not an aΓt; an

expressiοn οf power without aestlretics, beauty arrd truth. We have
already lost the sense of beauty and the knowledge of truth. The new
wοrld wil1 have strength, but nο life. Ιt will replace determinism by
creation, but will be deterministic in regards to its motive, rnethοd and
results. Ιt wilΙ originate fiom and conclude in the weak human will. Ιt

will nο lοnger oscillate...

G. Let uS See now the οtlrer side of things. Tl.re caΓ of
biotechnοlogy is the fastest in history: it uses as its acceΙerator the

(l5) The sοul has twο different aspects: the physical and the spiritιιal οne. Physical soul is
basically οιιr psyche, what the psycholοgists and the psychiatrists examine. Ιt is the seaι οf
the sentinrents, of behaνioral characteristics, of natιιΓal idioms given to man' on the
contΓary, spiritual sοul is where οur free will finds its full expressiοn. Ιt is the part οf the

sοul responsible fbr faith, sin, repeΙ-Ιtance and salvation; it is our imlrrortal and eternaΙ aspect.
The physical eΙement οf the sοul cοnnects the spiritual with tlre biοlοgical one; the eteΓnal
with the ephemeral. Ιt is interdependent with bοth the breath οf God in us - our spirituaΙ soul
- and the physical body.





We aΙl, both as individuals and as a sοciety, need a transplantation
of mentality and a mutation of ethos and spirit. We need to recombine
the "genes" of our'souls and spirit so we can pass from the arnbition of
the technolοgy of life to the self-awareness of the ''technο1ogy'. of the

soul. Ιmmortality is nοt achieved with the engineering οf our genes,
which are mortal, but through the metamoφhosis of οur sοul, which is
immοrtal. Nοr the new life, the one which our Church calls ''the other
life" (with a double meaning of course) can be manufactured with
transgenic chimeras in the laboratory, but rather it is realized through
the discovery of the theanthropic (god1y-human) person of man in the
sanctuary of οur soul. The transgenic works of biotechnology create
chimeras, while the transformational union of man with God gives
birth to persons. This constitutes a verification of an inherent reality
and not an inventiοn οr f.abrication of the mind.

There is always hope that our wοrld wi1l find a balance in its final
οscillation; the oscillatiοn between our own return to God's creatiοn
and the expectation oΓ the oscilliatiοn apοcalyptic return of God to

creation. This will nο 1οnger be ιιn οscillatiοn; the pendulutn of tlre
human souΙ will rest ir"r its stabΙe and sole eqιιilibrium position; tlre

position of eternal coordinate s ιιnd godly specificatiοns.
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