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Moper}, pucioyvaypia,
TPOCWITO

MntporoAitn Mecoyaiag kai Aqupewtikiig
NikoAdou

Ao O6pdoewg émyvwobricetal dvrp kal drmo dana-
vijoewg Mpoowriou £myvwoBroetal voruwv (2o-
@la 2eipdx 18" 30)

H mavénpia tou kopwvoioy, Hadi He TV YeVIKEUPE-
VN TIAyKGoHIa avacTtdtwon TTou TPOKAAEDE, TA TTOA-
A epwtipata kal Toug YuxikoUg kpadaopoug Tou
Tpo&évnoae, eméPale T xprion NG MPOOTATEUTIKAG
pdokag kal €101 EPePE aTO MPOOKIVIO Kal Ty agia
TOU avBpWIVOU TIPOCWITOU Kal TNG EIKAVAG TOU.
Aev givar Aiyor autof mou aveEdptnta Kouhtolpag,
nAikiag, SuokoAelovtal i kar apvouval va v @o-
péoouv Kupiwg yia Adyoug Yuxoloyikoug. Aev v
aviéxouv. AN Kal 16eohoyikd avibpouv otn ouy-
kdAuyn tou mpoowrou. Kai dev éxouv dbiko. H pd-
oka padi pe 1o owpa duokohedel kai Ty avdoa g
Yuxrig, dnuioupyel éva aiobnpa aveleubepiac, éu
kaveig kpuPel v ahiBeid tou, mapanolel o TPS-
owno Tou, pootateletal and Toug ouvavBpwmoug
Tou kal SiaxwpiCetal and autouc,

Extdg toutou, poNg v In Auyouaotou Tou Tpéxov-
T0G £toug, méBave To pakpoPidtepo dtopo Tou
urtoBARBnKe o€ PUETAPGOXEUTT TIPOCWTIOU, €5 Kal
12 xpdwvia, n Apepikavida Connie Culp, yeyovdg
TIou eMavépepe T oudrtnon vyia t Piondikr tou
TIPOCWITOU KAl TNG avBpwmvng eIkovag,

To mpdowno @iAo&evel v eicodo g avanvor,
TV TUAN TG TPoYriG, dnAadr| 4,1 eival avaykaio yia
v empiwon Tou avBpwrou. EmmAéov mepihap-
Bdvel Tov pnxaviopd tou Adyou, Ta dpyava Ing
6paong Kal g axorig, puidooer wg Bnoaupd to
KEVIPO NG OKEYNG, TepIExel Snhadr| Ta péoa em-
Kolvwviag Tou avBpwriou. Téhog, Seixvel pe ta 161-
kd XapaktnpIotiKd Tou v eikdva Tou Kabe avBpw-
miou, TV wpaidtntd tou, 1a IBIVPATd Tou, TNV ék-
@paot Tou, TNV TaUTdTNTd TOU.
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Face, countenance,

person

By Metropolitan Nikolaos of Mesogaia
and Lavreotiki

“A man may be known by his appearance; the sen-
sible is recognized as such by his countenance,
when you meet him" (Wisdom of Sirach 19:29).

The coronavirus pandemic, together with the gen-
eralized global upheaval it caused, the many ques-
tions and mental shocks it brought about, forced
the use of the protective mask, and thus brought
to the fore the value of the human face and its im-
age. There are many who, regardless of culture or
age, find it difficult or even refuse to wear it mainly
for psychological reasons. They cannot bear the
mask. Moreover, they react ideologically to the con-
cealment of the face. In fact, they are not wrong.
The mask not only makes it difficult for the body
to breathe but also hinders the ‘breath’ of our soul;
it creates a feeling of lack of freedom, as if one
hides one's truth, disguises one's face, protects him-
self from his fellow human beings and is separated
from them.

All the more, the death of Connie Culp on August
st of this year, the longest-lived person, who un-
derwent a face transplant in the US. 12 years ago,
brought back the discussion about the bioethics of
the face and the human image.

The face hosts the entrance of breath, the gateway
of food, namely everything that is necessary for hu-
man survival. In addition, it includes the mechanism
of speech, the organs of sight and hearing; it keeps
as a treasure the center of thought, that is, it con-
tains the means of human communication. Finally,
it shows with its special characteristics the image of
each person, its beauty, its idioms, its expression,
and its identity.

The image of man is directly related to his face.
What we first see when meeting a person, what
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H eixdva tou avBpwrou oxetiCetal dueca pe To
npdowmnd Tou. AuTé Tou TPWTOAVTIKPU{OUKE OF
pia ouvdvinon pe kdrolov dvBpwro, autd mou &n-
pioupyel v mpwn Oetikr 1) apvnuikr} eviinwor), au-
6 TToU ouvelppIkd ouvdéel pe To Svopd Tou, autd
mou diatnpolpe wg avdpuvnon and autéy, autd Tou
amoTEAE! TNV €KPPACT TG PUCIOYVWHIAG TOU Kal TG
Hop®rig Tou, autd e To omoio dueoa avayvwpile-
Tal, €ival n eKéva Tou TIPOCWTIOU ToU: «ECTIoU-
ddoapev 16 Mpdowrov Updv idelv év oMY émbu-
pig» (A" ©eo. B 17).

Autdg eival kal o AGyog Tou T TIEPITTOIOUACTE TTe-
ploodtepo and omolodrmote PEPOG ToU CWPATAg
pag. H mepimoinon kar gpovtida tou pmopel va eiva
Bepaneutikr evdg coBapou r pn Tpadpatog (yva-
Bompocwikég Suopopieg kal aMoIBoEIg and atu-
XrHata r) veorm\aouatikéG aoBévelec), Umopei va &i-
val SiopBwtikr piag ouyyevolg ri avtiaioBnukig
atéAeiag (pia oulrj, évag eppavrig omhog), propef
va eival kar auBaipeta BeAtiwtikr g OAng eikdvag
Tou. Me dMa Adyia, n mapéuPacn pmopei va diatn-
prioel To MPAoWTTO, PMOPE( va To uroypappicel dia-
kprukd kai va to avadeitel, propei va to Bepamneloel
dtav vooei, Pmopei va to alMoiwoel Betikd | apvn-
TIKG, UTTOPET Kal va TO KATaoTPEWEI OPIOTIKA.

To @uoiké mpdowmo kpufel kdtl oAU Babu, to
oroio oxeti(etal oTevd pe TO PUOTIKG TIPOOWTIO TOU
avBpwrou, pe 1o Xvog g kapdidg tou: «Kapdia
avBpwriou dMiol 1o Mpdowrov altod kal ixvog kap-
biag év ayaboig mpdowrov iAapdvy (Zogia Zeipdx
ly" 25, 26).

EuBuvn g Iatpikrig ival va Bepamedoel pia mdbnon
A va diopBuwoel pia avwpahia, 6xi Spwg va alor-
Woel TV €KPPAct), To MPACWIO, Va TPOCOWOEl
Peudn eikdva r) oAU TepIcadtepo va umoTtaEel T
xelpoupyIkr) TapéuPaon oe eUMOPIKES EMTAYEG Kal
uUrayopeUoelg Twv dIAPnUICTIKWY PNXAVICPWV Kal
twv MME. H &i16pBwon pmopei va eivar aiobnuikr,
va POCQEPE! TO TMPACWTO 00 TO PUOIKS YiveTal,
600 Mo aAnBive, aralaypévo amd Ty aoxriuia g
avarinpiag. H eikéva avBpwnwv pe oAdaompa &dv-
TQ, Ye PeUTIKEG OTNTEG EKPPAOEIC, e oxeTikr Sia-
(nUICTIKY) OpOIOPOP®Ia KAl TUTTOTTOINPEVN OHOPQIG,
He aouppBato wg mPog v nAIkia Teviwpévo Séppa,
TIAaotikoTtolel Ty eikdva, anopakpivel Tov GvBpw-
o and v aAriBeia Tou, Tov UNotdooel otV epro-
PIKOTNTA Kal TENIK ToU TIPOOPEPE! TNV TTavAKpIPN
aoxrjuia PiIdg pn aAnBiviig opop@Idc,

O otopaukdg kar ywaBompoowTikag Xelpoupydg
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creates the first positive or negative impression,
what is associatively connected with his name, what
we keep as a memory from him, the expression of
his physiognomy and form, what he is immediately
identified with, is the image of his face: “we endeav-
oured the more abundantly to see your face with
great desire” (| Thessalonians 2: |7).

This is why we care for it more than any other part
of our body. Its treatment and care can be curative
of a serious or non-serious injury (maxillofacial de-
formities and lesions from accidents or neoplastic
diseases); it can be corrective of a congenital or un-
sightly defect (a scar, an obvious nevus); it can also
be arbitrarily improving its whole image. In other
words, the intervention can maintain the face, dis-
creetly emphasize and highlight it, cure it when it is
sick, alter it positively or negatively, but it can also
permanently destroy it.

The natural face hides something very deep, which
is closely related to the secret personhood of man,
to the “trace” of his heart: “the heart of man
changes his countenance, a cheerful countenance is
atoken of the heart” (Wisdom of Sirach |3: 25, 26).
It is the responsibility of medicine to cure a disease
or to correct an abnormality, but not to alter the
expression, the face, to give a false image or much
more to subject any medical intervention to com-
mercial imperatives and dictations of the advertising
mechanisms and the media. The correction can be
aesthetic, so as to make the face as natural as pos-
sible, as true as possible, free from the ugliness of
disability. The image of people with all-white teeth,
with false straight expressions, with an advertising u-
niformity and standardized beauty, with age-incom-
patible stretched skin, falsifies the appearance, re-
moves man from his truth, submits him to commer-
cialism and finally offers him the very expensive ug-
liness of an untrue beauty.

The oral and maxillofacial surgeon, however, inter-
venes not only in the face, in the external image of
man, but also in the mouth, which apart from chewing
it also shapes the voice, the tone of which is an idiom
of human identity. The voice is formed by the larynx,
the pharynx, the tongue, the oral geometry, but also
by the teeth. That is why the Greek consonants T, 8,
0 are called dental. Moreover, the formation of teeth
intervenes decisively, when pronouncing the conso-
nants o, A, p, and v. And this is not without significance.
When we part from a person, what remains with us

Apxeia EMnvikrig Ztopatikrig & MvaBonpoowikiig Xeipoupyikrig/
Hellenic Archives of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
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Spwg dev mapepPaivel pévo oto MPOCWTIO, OTNV
TIPWTN €IKéva Tou avBpwiou, ald Kal 6To otduq,
10 onofo ektdg améd v anootol| g pdonong emi-
Tehel kal T SIaudpeWon NG PWVriG, TS OTmoiag n
xpold anotehel 15fwpa TG avBpdmvng Tautdtntag.
H ouwvr} Siapoppavetal pev and tov Adpuyya, Tov
@dpuyya, TN YAWSOq, Tn OTOPATKT YEWUETPIT, aMG
kai and ta &évria. " autd kdmoia olpwva (T, 6,
8) Adyovtal odovtikd. 210 6, T0 A, TO P, Kal To V TIa-
pepBaivel o oxnpatopds Twv 0ddviwy kabopioTikd.
Kar autd Sev eival bixwg onpacia.

‘Orav anoxwplotolpe and éva mpdowo, autd Tou
napapével kal uag ouvdéel vogpd palf tou, eival ag’
evog pev N eikdva TG puoloyvwpiag Tou, ag’ eTé-
pou &g To dkoucpa kal n Xpold TG PwwriG Tou, Ta
orola amoTuM@vovIal 6T PvipN Hag wg apudpn
IkSva Tou TpoowTou. H avayvdpion kal tautoroi-
non Kdmolou yivetai Kupiwg amnd To TPOocWTIo Kal T
(pwvr Tou.

To otépa dpwg extdg and o 6t SIapopPwvel TN
@wvr, anoteAel kal To epyaieio Tou Adyou, To avtn-
xelo TG Wuxng kal g vénong. C dvBpwrog apxi-
K4 pev yvwpietal Ye TNV €kppacn Kat eKOva g
HopQAG TOU TIPoowTTou Tou, ald otnv oucia arro-
kaAUtTietar e tov Adyo tou. H guocioyvwpia Sivel
NV evidTiwon kal urroyia Tou avBpwTiou, evid 0 M-
yog PonBdel otn yvwaon Tou TPOaWTIoU, OTN Gave-
pwar g evbotépag xwpag g kapdiag Tou, Tou
BdBouc Tou.

Autdg ival o kiplog Adyog Tou To otdua BewpefTal
w¢ k4T 181addving 1Epd, wg K&TI Tou iaivetal A
ayidCetar «2opia otépat mMotd TeAeiwoigy (2og.
Jeip. Ao’ (A8”) 8) i «&l g év Moyw ol maiel oltog
éheog avip» (lak. vy’ 2). Evid n olveon cuvifwg
exppddetal d1a TG OlWTMG, N COPIa PAvEPWVETAl
dia Tou Adyou. H opydvwon twv diavonpdrwy em-
ouppaivel otov vou Tou avBpwriou, aMd Aappdvel
Hopeh kal oxrjua oto otdpa Tou. YTdpxouv Gv-
Bpwriol ikavdtatol oTn okéPn aAG oAU aduvatol
oto Adyo. O ouvbuacudg TG vonTikig Aeroupyiag
HE TNV EKPPATTIKT| 0dnYEl ot Pavépwaon Tou TIpo-
ownou. " autd kar n ékppaocn wv duo anotune-
vetal ané Tov idlo 6po- tn AEEn Adyog.

To otépa homdy, ol ywdbor kal To mpdowno cto
orioio emepBaivel o oTopatikdg kal yvabompoowr-
KOG XeIPOUPYSS, aME Kal To QUGIKS TTPAoWTTO TIou
TIEPIMOIOUPACTE, EVEXOUV Pid 1€pGTNTA Kal aTioTe-
Aolv ta kat' e§oxrv onueia Tou COUATog TTou Ek-
@pdlouv to fabitepo mpdowo, autd Tou otn Be-
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and connects us mentally with him, is on the one
hand the image of his physiognomy, and on the
other hand the hearing and the tone of his voice,
which are imprinted on our memory as a dim image
of his countenance. The recognition and identifica-
tion of someone is done mainly by his face and voice.
In addition to shaping the voice, the mouth is also
the tool of speech, the resonator of the soul and
the intellect. Man is initially recognized by the ex-
pression and image of the form of his countenance,
but in essence he is revealed by his speech. Phys-
iognomy reflects an impression and gives a hint
of the human person, while speech helps in the
knowledge of the person, in the revelation of the in-
nermost part of his heart, of his depth.

This is the main reason why the mouth is considered
as something particularly sacred, as something that
is consecrated or sanctified: “Wisdom is perfection
to a faithful mouth” (Wisdom of Sirach 31:8) or "if
any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect
man” (James 3: 2). Prudence is usually expressed
through silence, while wisdom is revealed through
speech. The organization of thoughts occurs in the
mind of man, but it takes shape and form in his
mouth. There are people, who are very capable of
thinking but entirely inefficient in wording their
thoughts. The combination of the mental function
with the expressive one leads to the manifestation
of the person. That is why both are expressed by
the same term- the word logos (word).

Therefore, the mouth, the jaws and the face, in
which the oral and maxillofacial surgeon intervenes,
but also the natural face that we care for, conceal a
certain sacredness; they constitute the pre-eminent
parts of the body that express the deepest person,
which according to theology is created “in the image
of God". As stated by the experience of the Church,
when sanctified it can be transformed “as the face
of an angel” (Case of Deacon Stephen, Acts of the
Apostles 6:15), or shine “as the sun” (Matthew |7:
2), or become “otherworldly” (Luke 9: 29), as in the
event of the Holy Transfiguration or as in descrip-
tions of holy ascetics who lived in extreme ascesis.

Thus, the bioethics required by an oral and maxillo-
facial surgeon is not an ethics of compliance with
ethical rules, which are easily invented and more
easily violated. It is not a bioethics that will help him
be correct, lawful and accepted by society - that is
very little. It is mainly a practice that expresses a
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oloyia ovopdZoupe «kat eikdva Tot Oeoly xapa-
ktripa Tou avBpwrou. Autd katd To Biwya kal v
epmelpia ng ExkAnoiag, e€ayialdpevo pmopel va pe-
Tapopewdel «wg mpdowmov dyyéhouy (Mepimwon
Aiakdévou 2tepdvou, Mpak. ot” I5), f} va Adpyel
«wg 6 Ahiogy (Matb. 1IZ” 2), fj va yivel «Etepovy
(Aouk. 8" 29), dmwg ouvéPn oto yeyovdg g Osiag
Metapoppwoewg kal ouxvd amavidtal o€ mepIypa-
PEG ayiag akpSTNTOG TG AOKNTIKAG ENMEINIAC

H BionBikr) Aomdv mou amarteftal and évav otopatikd
kal yvaBorpoowikd xeipoupyd dev eivar pia nOikn
OUHHSPWONG ot Kavdveg Seovtooyiag -autor eu-
koAa emvoouvtai Kai eukoAdtepa apaPidlovial. Aev
elval autd mou tov BonBdel va yivel cwotdg kar aro-
dextdg amd Tov Vo kal To Kovwvikd aioBnua -autd
eivai To oAU Aiyo. Eival kupiwg pia mpakikr Tou gk-
@pdCer pia Babid aiobnon oefacpol kaBwg, mapep-
Baivovtag Bepaneutikd oto otépa Kal To MPGowTTo,

Editorial

deep sense of respect: by intervening therapeutically
in the mouth and face, the physician essentially offi-
ciates in the sacred altar of human identity and
uniqueness, in the personhood and speech. The pa-
tient entrusts his innermost part to the physician.
He expects from him his deepest respect.

It is with great joy and particular emotion, that we asked His
Eminence Metropolitan of Mesogaia and Lavreotiki Nikolaos
(Chatzinikolaou), in this sad time, with the resurgence of the coro-
navirus pandemic and the ordeal of our human relations and so-
cieties, to offer us a position of reflection and spiritual awakening,
oriented to the special bastion from where as oral and maxillofa-
cial surgeons we serve our suffering fellow human being. Despite
his great workload and obligations, he willingly accepted our re-
quest, contributing with his rich and particular speech to the view-
ing of an “other” redlity and an “other” logic, beyond the usual
medical reflection. ..
Dr Dr Anastassios |. Mylonas,
DMD, PhD, PhD, MD

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon

BIOIPA®IKO ZHMEIOMA
Mntpomohitou Meooyaiag kal Aaupewtikric NikoAdou

O MnrpomoAitng Meooyaiag kal Aaupewtikric NikdAaog omoudace Puoikry oto ApictotéAeio [Naver-
otrjuio Ogooalovikng, kal ékave PETATTIUXIAKEG Kal SISaKTopIkEG omoudég atnv Aotpogualkr, Ty Mn-
xavoloyia kai v Bioiatpikr] Texvohoyia oto MNavemotripio Harvard kai to MIT (Texvoloyikd IvotroUto
Maoaxoucétng). Epydotnke wg epeuvntic Kal emotnpovikog cuvepydng oe voookopeia g Bootwvng,
otov topéa G Aipoduvapikic g kapdidg kal Twv ayyeiwy Kal wg emotnpovikdg oUpBoulog @nui-
opévwv etaipelwv ot Bépata Alaotnpikrg latpikig Texvoloyiag.

2noldace @eohoyia ot 2xoM Tou Tipiou Ztaupol g Bootwvng kai eival Siddktopag g ©eoloyiag
(BionBikr}), oto Apiototéheio [Navemotripio ©gooahovikng. Eival enfuipog Siddktopag tng Kovwvikrg
Oeoloyiag tou EBvikol kai Kamobiotpiakou Mavemotnpiou ABnvav kai tou Turjuatog Anpdoiag Al-
oiknong, TG 2xoAig Emotnpwv Oikovopiag kar Anpdoiag Aioiknong, tou MNavteiou [Navemotnpiou Koi-
VoVIKQV kal [MoAmikwv Emotnuav kai emftupog Mpdedpog tg EMnvikrig Aepgoloyikrig Etaipeiac,

To €tog 1993 idpuae 1o mpwito otnv EMdSa Kévipo Bioiatpikrig HOIkrG kar AeovioAoyiag, Tou omoiou
efval éxtote kai mpdedpog, and &e 1o 1998 péxpi orjpuepa eival mpdedpog tng Emtporrg BionBikrig tng
ExiAnoiag g EMddog. Aletéhece péhog tou EBvikou 2upBouhiou Epeuvag kar Texvoloyiag, tou EBvi-
koU Opyaviopou Metapooxeloewv kai TG EBvikrig Emtpormg Asoviooyiac,.

270 KoIVwVIKS emimedo, ektdg amd TV upeia Tou Spdon otov Topéa Tou TOAIGHOU Kal TNG AVTILET®-
mong NG gtwxelag, o €tog 2010 Spuae v mpwin povada Avakougiotikrig Ppovridag otnv EMAdda
pe 1o Svopa "TAAIAAIA", n omoia SiaBétel mpdtumo =evwva kai epiBdAmel aoBeveiq mpoxwpnpévou
otadiou, kupiwg kapkivoraBeig kal TdoxovTeg amd Voo Tou KIVNTIKOU VEupava.

Eivar ouyypagéag |3 BiBAwv, mou moMd €€ autdv éxouv petappacbei oe ouvolikd 10 yA\dooeg. Exouv
dnpooieuBel 38 dpbpa tou BionBikou mepiexopévou oe eMnvIKG Kai Siebvr) epIodikdG, g Kai av-
Bpwmoloyikd kar oxetikd pe TG oxéoelg TG Beoloyiag pe T olyxpovn emotripn Kai Texvoloyia.
O ouppetoxég Tou og ouvédpIa Kai oTPoyYUAEG Tpdmeleg Eemepvolv Tig | 30.

MntpomoAitng Meooyaiag kar Aaupewtikrig eEeAéyn to 2004.

Apxeia EMnvikrig Ztopatikrig & NvaBompocwikrig Xeipoupyikig/
Hellenic Archives of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery



Editorial

0 yIatpdg otV oucia lpoupyel oto 1gpd Pripa g
avBpwmvng TaUTSTNTag Kal ovadikdtntag, oto mpd-
owro kal Tov Adyo. O acbevrig epmoteletal otov
yiatpd to o Sk Tou koppd. Mepipével and autdv
Tov o Baby tou oeBacpd.

Me oAU peydAn xapd kai iiaftepn ouykivnon, {ntrioape and tov
Zefaopidrato MngporoAitn Meooyaiag kar Aaupewtric k. NikéAao
(Xat{nvikoAdou), péoa oe autiv v otevdxwpn ouykupia, pe TV
avalwmipwon TG mavénuiag tou Kopwvoiol Kai Tv dokiyaoia twv
avBpwnivwv oxEoewv Kal KOMVwVILY, va pag bwoer éva otiyua mpo-
PAnuatiopod kai nveupatikric apunviong, mpooavatoliopévo atov 161-
aftepo Tpopaxwva an’ 6rou WG oTopatikol Kai yvabompoowikol Xel-
poupyoi biakovouje Tov ndoxovta ouvdvBpwnd pag. Mapd tov pe-
ydAo @dpto epyaciag Kai uroxpewoedy Tou amobexBnke modBupa
70 aftnud pag, oupPdMovtag pe Tov peots Kai 16iaitepo Adyo Tou
oty Béaon pidg «dMng» mpayuatkGtntag Kai pide «dMngs Aoyikrig,
mépa anod tov ouvrin 1atpikd mpoPAnuatiols. ..
Ap Ap Avaotdoiog | Mulwvd,
DMD, PhD, PhD, MD
2topatikdg kai [vaBoripoowrikdg Xeipoupydg

CURRICULUM VITAE
of Metropolitan of Mesogaia and Lavreotiki Nikolaos

Metropolitan of Mesogaia and Lavreotiki Nikolaos studied Physics at the Aristotle University of Thessa-
loniki, and continued his postgraduate and doctoral studies in Astrophysics, Mechanical Engineering and
Biomedical Technology at Harvard University and MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology). He has
worked as a researcher and research associate in Boston hospitals in the field of Cardiovascular Hemo-
dynamics and as a Scientific Advisor to renowned companies in Space Medical Technology.

He studied Theology at the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, eaming Master’s degrees in Theological Studies and Theology, and holds a PhD degree in
Theology (Bioethics) from the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. He is an honorary doctor of Social
Theology of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and of the Department of Public Ad-
ministration, School of Economy Sciences and Public Administration, of Panteion University of Social
and Political Sciences and honorary President of the Hellenic Lymphological Society.

In 1993 he founded the first Center for Biomedical Ethics and Deontology in Greece, of which he has
been chairman since then, and from 1998 until today he is chairman of the Bioethics Committee of the
Church of Greece. He was a member of the National Council for Research and Technology, the National
Transplant Organization and the National Ethics Committee.

At the social level, in addition to his wide range of activities in the field of culture and the fight against
poverty, in 2010 he established the first Palliative Care Unit (Center) in Greece called “GALILEE”, which
has a standard Hospice and treats advanced stage patients, mainly cancer patients and patients with mo-
tor neurone disease (ALS).

He is the author of |3 books, many of which have been translated into a total of 10 languages. He has
published 38 articles of bioethical content in Greek and international journals, as well as anthropological
articles and articles on the relationship between theology and modem science and technology. His par-
ticipation in conferences and round tables exceeds |30.

He was elected and consecrated Metropolitan of Mesogaia and Lavreotiki in 2004.
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